HOLT PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN HOLT VILLAGE HALL
AT 7.30 p.m. ON THURSDAY 24 APRIL 2025 IN HOLT VILLAGE HALL.
Present :- S. Williams (Chairman), M. Taylor, J. Hill, B. Curral, C. Lightfoot (Clerk).

In Attendance:- District Councillor Mr D. Clarke, Brian and Valerie Higgins, Pauline Goodyear
(Parishioners).

Absent:- J. Harper, C. Adams, S. Richardson-Brown.

1. Public Question Time.

Planning Application M/25/00400/ FUL Land at OS 8144 6324) Holt Heath — Land adjacent to
Millennium Green.

Parish Councillor Mr S. Williams gave a summary of the planning application and the views of
Parish Council.

Mr B. Higgins gave their personal view on the application as a neighbouring property consultee.
The main concerns expressed were impact of the traffic pollution and the increase in the volume of
traffic. Previous development in the village has all been on infill sites but the proposed
development is outside the main settlement. There is also a flooding concern in the location due
to poor drainage.

Parish Councillor Mr S. Williams summarised the main issues from the viewpoint of Parish Council.
Flooding, drainage and surface water are all issues of major concern. Parish Council will be
recommending refusal of the proposed design of the development. There are several material
inaccuracies in the planning application. The application is based on the assumption that the
village will be moved to a category 2 status although there is no evidence to support this.
Highways have objected but there are caveats in their response to extend the 30mph limit and
improve pedestrian access. There has been no consultation between the developer with the
Millennium Green Trust.

The developer is requesting a meeting with Parish Council but previously did not wish to make this
a public meeting.

Parish Councillor Mr S. Williams encouraged all parishioners to put in their viewpoints.

2. To consider apologies and approve reasons for absence.

Apologies were received from County Councillor Mr S. Richardson-Brown. Apologies were
received from Parish Councillors Mr J. Harper and Mrs C. Adams. These were accepted and the
reason for absence approved.

3. Declarations of Interest.
a) Register of Interests.
There were no changes to the Register of Interests.
b) Registration of Personal Interests.
c) Registration of Prejudicial Interests.
Parish Councillor Mrs J. Hill and Mrs M. Taylor declared an interest in Planning Application
M/25/00400/FUL Land at (OS 8144 6324) Holt Heath, land adjacent to the Millennium Green.
d) Written requests for the Council to grant a dispensation.
There were no issues on the agenda that required any declarations of interest.

4, Discussion re Planning Application M/25/00400/FUL Land at (OS 8144 6324) Holt Heath —
Land adjacent to the Millennium Green.
This was discussed under Agenda item 1 Public Question Time.

4. Minutes.

The minutes of the meeting of the 20 March 2025 were approved as a true record of the meeting.
These were proposed by Parish Councillor Mr B. Curral and seconded by Parish Councillor Mrs M.
Taylor and approved as a true record of the meeting.

5. County and District Councillor reports for information.

Report from District Councillor Mr Dean Clarke:
District Councillor Mr Dean Clarke provided a short update. There were no significant matters of
note.




Progress reports for information.

a) Footpath clearance — progress report.
Nothing further has been heard from County Councillor Mr S. Richardson-Brown on this issue.
Parish Councillor Mr S. Williams stated that he has now reported it on the Worcestershire Hub.

b) Cultivation of wildflower area — progress report.

The Clerk reported that the site has been sprayed and the seed has been delivered. She agreed to | CL
contact Parish Councillor Mr J. Harper as the site should be sown in the next couple of weeks.
c) Village gate and sign cleaning — update.
The Clerk reported that this work is scheduled for 20 May 2025 and she has requested all street
furniture including the bins and benches are included.
d) Co-option of vacancy on Parish Council — update.
The Clerk reported that the vacancy has been readvertised. CL
e) Refurbishment of the telephone box and painting of the barriers by Woodbury Park — progress
report.
The Clerk reported that she was awaiting final quotes after clarifying a few issues relating to the CL
refurbishment of the telephone box.
f) Low level fencing by The Heath — update.
The Clerk reported that she needed to send Platform Housing a photograph of the area of land in CL
guestion in order to obtain their approval.
g) Litter pick banner — progress report.
The Clerk reported that she was currently in the process of obtaining quotes and asked for CL
clarification on the size of the banner.
Finance.
a) To note the current bank balances.
It was noted that the bank balances were as follows £838.54 (current account) and £16845.36
(deposit account) on 31 March 2025.
b) To consider payments retrospectively.
The following payments were approved retrospectively by Parish Council.
05 April 2025 Bank charges 24.4.2025 8b 8.00
07 April 2025 Bank transfer 24.4.2025 8b Cotswold Seeds Limited 199.70
16 April 2025 Bank transfer 24.4.2025 8b Mrs C Lightfoot (Clerks salary) 400.00
086 April 2025 Bank transfer 24.4.2025 8b Top Cut Ltd 168.00
25 April 2025 Bank transfer \ Worcestershire CALC (Annual subs) | 502.31
c) To review and approve the Annual Governance Statement.
The Clerk read out the Annual Governance Statement. This was reviewed and approved by the
Parish Council and signed by the Chairman of the Meeting, Parish Councillor Mr S. Williams. oL

d) To review and approve the Annual Accounting Statement.
The Annual Accounting Statement was reviewed and approved by Parish Council. This was
signed by the Chairman of the Meeting, Parish Councillor Mr S.Williams and the Responsible
Financial Officer, Mrs C. Lightfoot. The Clerk stated that as the gross annual income or
expenditure has not exceeded £25 000, Parish Council would be able to submit a Certificate of
Exemption to the external auditor once the internal audit process has been completed.

Planning

a) Applications Pending and Approvals/Refusals.
To review the recommendations of Parish Council on current applications:

Application No.

Location

Details

Decision status

M/25/0220/HP Brook House B4196 Installation of 14no Pending Decision
Holt Heath solar panels to south | (Recommend
WR6 6TA facing roof of Approval)

outbuilding

M/25/00080/HP EIm Cottage Installation of Solar Pending Decision
Holt Heath array to the garage (Recommend
WR6 6NG Approval)

M/25/004400/FUL | Land at (OS 8144 6324) Erection of 33no. Pending Decision

Holt Heath — adjacent to
the Millennium Green

dwellings including
13no. affordable
dwellings, new

(Recommend
Refusal)




access of B4196,
new landscaping
and associated
works.

b) Approvals/Refusals.

c) Other Planning Issues.

10. Correspondence for information.
The Clerk reported that all correspondence of note had been circulated prior to the meeting.
11. Clerk’s report on urgent decisions since the last meeting.
a) Parish Lengthsman.
The Clerk reported that Mr Rob Harrision had agreed to stay on as the Parish Lengthsman for CL
20025/26 and the current budget is £2728.59. The Clerk reported that she was currently in the
process of sorting out the paperwork.
b) Insurance.
The Clerk reported that the insurance renewal had come through at the same price as the previous | CL
year. Parish Council agreed the renewal should take place.
c) Hedging.
The Clerk reported that the hedging and trees in the Parish which required trimming back had
been reported to Top Cut. However, the work would not be carried out until bird nesting season
had finished.
12. Councillor’s reports and items for future agendas.
a) Village Hall.
An update was given on the current position in relation to the Village Hall. There has been some
success in sourcing grant funding.
13. Date of Next Meeting.

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 15 May 2025. This will be the
Annual and Open Meetings.




